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Extracts from Government Guidance 

1.  Growth Area Guidance Paras 15, 147 and 178 
 
15  In many cases making changes to the boundaries of existing parishes, rather 

than creating an entirely new parish, will be sufficient to ensure that community 
governance arrangements to continue to reflect local identities and facilitate effective 

and convenient local government. For example, over time communities may expand 
with new housing developments. This can often lead to existing parish boundaries 
becoming anomalous as new houses are built across the boundaries resulting in 

people being in different parishes from their neighbours. In such circumstances, the 
council should consider undertaking a community governance review, the terms of 

reference of which should include consideration of the boundaries of existing parishes  
 
147  The purpose of a review undertaken by a principal council, or a petition from the 

electorate, is likely primarily to concern the administrative boundaries of a new or 
existing parish. This might be in the light of growth from within an existing parish or a 

locally identified need for a new form of community governance. However, in addition 
to these primary concerns, principal authorities will also need to consider the 

governance of new or altered parishes. The principal council must have regard to the 
need for community governance within the area under review to reflect the identities 
and interests of the community in that area, and to ensure that the governance is 

effective and convenient.  
 

178 When considering the electoral arrangements for a parish, whether it is warded or 
not, the principal council must also consider any change in the number or distribution 
of the electors which is likely to occur in the period of five years beginning with the 

day when the review starts. The most recent electoral register should be used to gain 
an accurate figure for the existing electorate. Planning assumptions and likely growth 

within the area, based on planning permissions granted, local plans or, where they are 
in place, local development frameworks should be used to project an accurate five 
year electorate forecast. This ensures that the review does not simply reflect a single 

moment but takes account of expected population movements in the short- to 
medium-term.  

 
2. District wide review Guidance Paras 26,27 
 

26 Principal councils will want to keep their community governance arrangements 
under review, and they should ensure that they consider on a regular basis whether a 

review is needed. A review may need to be carried out, for example, following a major 
change in the population of a community or as noted earlier in this chapter (see 
paragraph 15) to re-draw boundaries which have become anomalous, for example 

following new housing developments being built across existing boundaries. Principal 
councils should exercise their discretion, but it would be good practice for a principal 

council to consider conducting a review every 10-15 years – except in the case of 
areas with very low populations when less frequent reviews may be adequate.  

In the interests of effective governance, the principal council should consider the 
benefits of undertaking a review of the whole of its area in one go, rather than 

carrying out small scale reviews in a piecemeal fashion of two or three areas. 
However, it is recognised that a full-scale review will not always be warranted, 
particularly where a review of the whole area or a significant part of the principal 
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council’s area has been carried out within the last few years. Occasionally, it may be 

appropriate to carry out a smaller review, for example, to adjust minor parish 
boundary anomalies.  
 

 
 


